*Actual Client Pictured

When Wayne came to HopeWorks’ Casa de Phoenix Program in October of 2018, he was, as he described,
“in the mud.” He had just spent one month detoxing at Metropolitan Assessment and Treatment Services
and needed to continue to work on his sobriety while also searching for employment and permanent
housing. During his first thirty days at Casa de Phoenix, he remained reclusive and abrupt, participating
in only the bare minimum of social and therapeutic requirements. Then, something shifted. He started
to open up to his fellow residents and began joking with staff. He shared his wonderful cooking skills and
green thumb. Unexpectedly, Wayne became a role model, bringing joy and encouragement to everyone
around him.
Wayne had worked his whole adult life and believed he would never have a problem finding a job. He did
start working but eventually had to stop, as his physical health started to deteriorate in the spring of 2019.
In August, it became apparent that physically he couldn’t work. Though this was a blow to the independent
Wayne, he leaned on his new support system. Together, he and his case manager applied for SSDI, and he
was approved in January of 2020. Then, they applied for subsidized housing, and he was accepted. Wayne
moved into his own apartment in early March of this year. Every setback turned out to be an opportunity for
Wayne.

On Wayne’s graduation day, when asked how he was feeling, he said, “Now that
I am out of the mud, I can shake off my feet, and it’s all unicorns and rainbows
from here on out.”
Wayne will be in aftercare and continue to get case management and therapy through Casa de Phoenix. He
may encounter more muddy paths in the future, but the skills he learned and the relationships he built at
HopeWorks will always be there to help him find the unicorns and rainbows again.
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